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Introduction:
This report is based on experience of more than 25 years in doing business in Yemen,
through those years I have built up close relations with tribes, government and
business communities.
I have written this report before Saudi led ‘Decisive Storm’ to try to save Yemen, the
country and people I love and spent great deal of life among them.
My aim was to organize a conference for reconciliation and cooperation between the
Yemeni parties in Europe, still not too late, if the will is there.

Ahmed Mukiriani
March 2015
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History of Yemen
1.1 Ancient Yemen – 10th Century B.C. to 6th Century A.D.
The oldest and most powerful state in ancient southern Arabia was Sabaa (home
of Queen of Sheeba) with its capital Marib.
In the ancient times there were six states in Yemen, which existed simultaneously
for some time, until merged, or disappeared. This situation lasted until the
formation of a Federal State at the end of the fourth century A.D..
1. The State of Sabaa
2. The State of Hadramut
3. The State of Qatban
4. The State of Main
5. The State of Awsan
6. The Federal1 State of Yemen

10th century B.C. to 3rd century A.D. (Marib
Dam built in 7th century B.C.).
th
10 century B.C. to 3rd century A.D.
8th century B.C. to 210 A.D.
8th century B.C. to 2nd century A.D.
7th century B.C. to 410 A.D.
4th Century B.C. to 525 A.D.

1.2 Medieval Yemen 7th to 16th century:
During that period the Yemenis converted to Islam, Yemen enjoyed an era of
prosperity and economic stability under the Salihid and Tahrine reigns.
The Memeluke2, Portugese3 and Ottomans4 invaded Shahr, Aden and other parts of
Yemen.
1. The State of Al-Ziyadiya5
2. The State of Al-Yaafouria
3. The State of Falahia
4. The State of Al-Najahia
5. The State of Salihia
6. The State of Al Zuria in Aden
7. State of Al-Mahdia
8. State of Al-Ayyobia6
9. State of Al Rusulia
10 State of Al Tahria

818 to 1018
847 to 997
881 to 916
1021 to 1156
1047 to 1138
1080 to 1173
1159 to 1173
1173 to 1228
1228 to 1454
1454 to 1517

Federal State here does not mean same as Federal State in western style. It was more as unified states
with central administration.
2 The Mumeluke came from Egypt and occupied Yemen in 1517.
3 The Portuguese invaded Shahr (South of Yemen) in 1523 after occupied Soctra and the Curia Moria
Islands.
4 Ottomans have occupied first Aden in 1538 and then whole of Yemen except Sada in the North of
Yemen, the popular resistance to the Ottomans liberated the country in 1635.
5 The Al-Ziyadiya are descending from Imam Zaid, Zaydis called after Zaid grand son of Imam Ali
(cousin of Prophet Mohammed), they were moderate wing of Shiah, but now part of Zaydis (Houthis)
following the régime of Iran and loyal to Ali Khamenei, the second and current Supreme Leader of
Iran and a Shia Cleric.
6 The Ayyubia came from Egypt led by Kurd State Shafie-Sunni, occupied Yemen and introduced Al
Shafia to Tuhama and South, during that period Yemen divided by two wings of Islam; the Zaydis in
the North and Al Shafia in the South and Tuhama (west cost of Yemen).
1
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1.3 Contemporary Yemen:
•

That period began with creation of Al Motawakilya Yemenite Kingdom headed by
Imam from Zaydi wing of Islam and must be a descendant from Imam Zaid,
established on 30 October 1918 and fallen on 26 September 1962, it was the darkest
period in Yemen, the Imam has isolated Yemen from outside world, the gate of Sana’a
was closed from sun set to sun rise, none could enter or get out when the gate was
closed.

•

Yemeni military officers deposed Al Mutwakilya Kingdom on 26 September 1962,
and created Yemen Arab Republic.
The Royalist under leadership of Imam Badar declared war against the Republicans
for the following eight years supported by Saudi Arabia.

•

One year after proclamation of the Republic in North, on 14 October 1963, armed
revolution against the British occupation began in Radfan mountains in the South
supported by the Republic in the North, on 30 November 1967, the British departed
South Yemen and the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen was created in the
South.

•

The leaders of the two Yemeni states have proclaimed that the unity of Yemen is their
goal. On 30 November 1989, the President of the North, Ali Abdullah Saleh and the
President of the South, Ali Salem Al Biedh, have signed unification agreement and
two Yemeni states were united on 22 May 1990.

•

The Civil War to re-divide Yemen again broke out on 3 May 1994, between the
military forces loyal to North supported by tribes and military forces loyal to the
South.
On 2 June 1994, new government was formed in the South and declared the South
Yemen State. The civil war ended with victory of the North in July 1994.
The Gulf countries supported the South forces during the civil war, I have spent the
last two weeks of the war in Sana’a, I flew back to Amsterdam at the night of the fall
of Mukala to the Northern military and tribe forces.

•

The Southern Yemenis looked to the Northern Yemen as occupied force after the 1994
civil war, I wrote 20 pages report about Yemen crisis after the civil war. I have an
archive of the daily military operations of the civil war from the Reuters News
Agency. I intend to write a book about my experience in Yemen when I have the time
to do it.
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2. Current Crisis in Yemen
If the political parties in Yemen, the Gulf States and the Free World do not take
immediate action to provide a peaceful solution to the Yemen crisis then the current
crisis can turn Yemen into a similar situation as in Somalia, Libya, Syria, at least
similar to that in Iraq.
2.1 Present players in Yemen.
1. Unemployment and poverty.
2. Tribal forces.
3. General People's Congress Party and the former President Ali Abdullah Saleh.
4. Political parties in the South of Yemen.
5. Mareb and Shabwa provinces.
6. The President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi.
7. Yemeni Congregation for Reform Al-Islah Party.
8. Houthis (supported by Iran).
1. Unemployment in Yemen:
Unemployment is a chronic problem in Yemen and has grown through the recent
events to reach more than 50% especially in the rural areas, where two-thirds of
the population of Yemen live, unemployed, the unemployment and poverty are
the most important factors affecting the instability in Yemen at the present time.
Unemployment forced many Yemenis to join the Houthis for bread and Qat. We
can win them over by providing them means for living from jobs or agriculture
land to grow crops.
2. Tribal forces:
The tribes are the strong force in Yemen. Most of them fighters and armed with
all kinds of light, medium weapons and some tribes even possess heavy weapon.
Whichever gets the support of the tribes can rule Yemen. Tribes have played a
big role in the civil war in 1994. Nearly all the tribes stood up behind the former
president Ali Abdullah Saleh and the late Sheikh Abdullah bin Hussein AlAhmar, speaker of the parliament against vice president Ali Salem and his group.
3. General People's Congress led by Ali Abdullah Saleh.
Former President Ali Abdullah Saleh has great influence on the General People's
Congress. He made many of the members of the Congress as key figures in
politic and in commerce in Yemen. Many of them are loyal to him, and the
Republican Guard Forces are loyal to him and his son, the Brigadier General
Ahmed.
Ali Abdullah Saleh is allied now with the Houthis to protect himself from
internal and external threats and sanctions. The participation of Ali Abdullah
Saleh to find a peaceful solution to the current crisis is necessary.
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4. Political Parties in the South Yemen:
The political parties in the south of Yemen are divided into two groups, one
group is in favor of the secession of southern Yemen and a group is in favor of
united Yemen but with full restoration of their rights as citizens with full equal
rights.
The southern Yeminis can play a big role in the reconstruction of a modern state
of Yemen, to build a state of institutions, successful commercially and
economically. The southern Yemenis are known, particularly Yemenis from
Hadramut, as traders for hundreds of years, the largest Saudi traders are from
Hadramut origin, Bin Mahfouz family from Hadramut has established first
private bank in Saudi Arabia, National Commercial Bank "NCB", and that the Al
Nahyan family the Rulers of United Arab Emirates are originally from Marib
Yemen.
5. Governorates of Marib and Shabwa.
Yemen is one of the poorest Arab countries and relies on international aid,
especially from the Gulf State, Europe and money transfers of Yemeni workers in
the Gulf.
The main internal source of the Yemeni income comes from oil and gas revenues
from Marib and Shabwa. If sided with the legitimacy of the presidency Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi then the Houthis will lose financial source vital to their
survival. Their ally, Iran suffers from a stifling economic sanction and can not
request funding Houthis from governments and organizations loyal7 to the
Iranian regime because instability in the region and financing wars against
opponents and ISIS.
6. Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi has lost a lot of popularity for not standing hard and
seriously against the expansions of Houthis forces in Amran, Sana'a and
appointed people loyal to Houthis in important and sensitive positions in the
military, security and administration. He did not appoint Vice-President of the
Republic, which is risking the presidential legitimacy in the event of not being
able to exercise his duties as President for whatever reason. President Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi can play a vital role to protect his legitimacy as head of
state to protect Yemen from Iranian interference, and to preserve the unity of
Yemen. He is in the middle of the important historical stage. He either proves
himself as a leader or isolate himself in what he got and allow Iran to seize the
Bab al-Mandab and divide Yemen.
7. Yemeni Congregation for Reform Al-Islah Party
The weakness of Al-Islah started as a result of the failure of the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt after seizing power. All affiliations to the Muslim
Brotherhood in the Arab states parties been weakened, lost mass of momentum
7

Iraq, Syria and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
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and was classified as a group supportive of terrorism in some countries. The loss
of the Al-Islah traditional leadership in Yemen. Such as Sheikh Abdullah bin
Hussein Al-Ahmar and the defeat of the Party, especially after capturing Houthis
of Amran (Capital City of Al-Aslah and Hashed tribes headed by Sheikhs of Al
Ahmar) led to the loss of confidence in the Al-Aslah and its armed forces Hashed
tribes.
The Al-Islah party still retains influence in Yemen because the Yemeni people,
especially in the North. Their religious ties to Islam are close to religious parties
than to the secular parties. So the Al-Islah Party has an important role in the new
Yemen to stand against the extension of the thought of Houthis.
8. Houthis8 (Allied with Iran):
The collaborators with foreign forces (countries) are the losers in all historical
periods, the Houthis are not advocates of welfare or freedom but agents to the
Iranian regime who is looking to avenge the Arabs and Muslims because of the
historic defeat of Persian Empire in Al Qadisa (South of Iraq) in 636 A.D., that
victory was made by Yemenis, Arabian Peninsula People and Iraqis. The Houthis
are a group of ignorant people prevailed with the support of the Iranian regime.
The Houthis are not representing all Zaydis. The former President Ali Abdullah
Saleh is Zaydi in his belief has launched six military campaigns against the
Houthis during his presidency, and many Yemeni tribes are Zaydis but not loyal
to Al Houthi family.

Al Houthi family called after name of a village Houth north of Sana’a, like van Dijk families in the
Netherlands.
8
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My vision to solve the Yemen crisis:
1. A conference for reconciliation and cooperation between the Yemeni parties to
be held in Europe, under the sponsorship of the European Union, because the
United Nations did not succeed in resolving the conflicts in the region due to
the control of the Security Council on the resolutions, Lakhdar Brahimi
United Nations representative to Yemen in 1994 failed to force ceasefire
between North and South, and he failed in Syria as well. Jamal Benomar will
not succeed in imposing a UN solution on the parties in Yemen, and that the
Palestinian – Israeli conflict at a standstill for more than six decades.
2. To invite all political leaders in Yemen to attend the conference except Husthis
unless renounce loyalty to the Iranian regime, the allegiance to a foreign
powers for whatever reasons will not be faithful to their homeland.
3. The conference must address but not limited the follows:
• The abolition of dividing of Yemen to the 6 autonomous regions but to
apply of the Local Authority Law of February 2000 after revising it to
enriching it to meet the terms of the equal rights and duties of the Yemeni
in the North & in South.
• To cancel all previous understandings, which were imposed by force on
the administration and the political parties in Yemen.
• To put the armed forces under a neutral leadership non-allied to a party or
group by choosing qualified professional military leaders to lead the
armed forces and to ban armed appearances outside the military command
system is done by buying weapons from citizens and tribes.
• Formation of an interim government of technocrats non-politicized and
non-partisan for the implementation of the resolutions of the Conference
and to supervise of the elections.
• To call for a general elections for the Presidency, Local Provincial Councils
and Federal General Assembly at same time under supervision of the
United Nations, and the European Union by formation of an Independent
Election Authority.
• To prepare a new constitution or amend the current constitution under
supervision of the United Nations and the European Union to focuses on
human rights, the protection of privacy and freedom of expression as a
Fundamental Rights in the Constitution besides the independence of the
judiciary, the new or amended constitution must be approved in general
referendum by Yemenis.
• The countries sponsoring the conference (Europe, Gulf States & USA) has
to adopt economic support to Yemen after parties' agreement on
reconciliation and cooperation:
- To implement feasibility study for direct investment by donor countries
in agricultural projects, industries petrochemical and light industries, I
mean not to fund the Yemeni government institutions but to implement
projects by Donor countries directly to bypass the process of corruption
and distribution regional biased projects.
- To divide the aid into concentrated centers by donor countries, I mean
each donor country or group of countries to develop one of the centers in
full coordination with other donor countries to integrate projects in Yemen
and to choose suitable project for each center based on the natural
resources of the area.
9
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Yemen climate characterized by multiple seasons, in other words Yemen
can produces vegetable in more than one season in a year without the
need to greenhouses, this advantage can be exploited economically to
export the surplus of agricultural products.
The Mocha coffee is a brand of high-quality coffee of Yemen, which was
exported from the Yemeni port of Mocha to Europe through the company
VOC Dutch East India Company in the seventeenth century, the name
Mocha became as a global brand indicating of a high quality of the coffee,
the grow of Yemeni Coffee can be expanded and upgraded to increase
coffee production and to create more jobs by processing the coffee locally.
Yemen has 2500 KM coast on Red Sea and Indian Ocean. The fishery and fish
industry if developing it in proper way then can generate more money for Yemen
than Oil & Gas.
The petrochemical industries can be developed locally instead of
exporting oil and gas as raw materials at international instable prices,
To produce electricity from the natural gas to export it to the Horn of
Africa (Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti and Ethiopia), such process will generate
more fund than exporting the gas as (LNG), at the same time contributing
in developing of the Horn of Africa, in this way we create bonds of
cooperation and harmony between Yemen and the Horn of Africa and will
serve the development of the social and economy for the peoples of the
Horn of Africa.
Allocation of $ 10 billion to invest in Yemen immediately after the
conference will change the balance of political forces on the ground,
because the Iranian regime cannot provide same amount of fund or
international support to keep the Houthis in the competition with other
political parties financially and militarily, politically and internationally.
To convert the Yemeni government loans to grant to the legitimate
government that will emerge as a result of the Conference of the Yemeni
reconciliation and cooperation.

The last words:
• The current Iranian regime is a cancer spreading rapidly in the region, there is
bloodshed wherever Iranian regime dominating political system. It has to be
removed to cure the area.
• Al Khomeini, the first supreme religious leader in Iran, created the belief
“suicide for paradise” during Iran-Iraq war, before formation of Al Qaeda, he was
giving the militias fighting Iraqi army keys9, suppose to be key of the gate of paradise.
• Iran hosted leaders of Al Qaeda after their defeat in Afghanistan.
• ISIS expansion in Syria & Iraq was reaction to the inference of Iran in Syria &
Iraq.
• The stellate countries orbiting the Iranian regime (Iraq, Syria) are suffering
from wars, corruption and bad economy, the migration from these countries
exceeded the registered numbers of the migrants and displaced people.

After capturing Iranian Militias in Iraq with Khomeini Keys, a joke related to Khomeini Keys was
circulated widely: When the Iranian martyrs went to open the gate of the paradise, they could not
open the door, they have asked the porter of the paradise that they can not open the door, he replied
them that Saddam Husain has changed the lock.
9
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Annexes
Ali Younsi, the advisor to the president of Iran,
declared that Iran became Empire and its capital is
Baghdad.
Ali Shamkhani, Iranian Rear Admiral and Secretary
of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran,
declared that Iranian exists at the Mediterranean
Coasts and at the Mandeb Strait.
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